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On June 20-22 was held in Rio, Brazil the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development also called “Rio+20” or “Rio 2012”. 
 

The objective of this global summit was to discuss the issues on sustainable 
development which has become a global concern and especially the issues on the Ocean. 
The Rio+20 Declaration “The Future We Want” was adopted at the end of the summit 
and for the 1st time, the text contained all the issues regarding the relationship between 
man and the ocean. 

 
 
Nausicaá, the National Sea Centre in Boulogne-sur-Mer, did its outmost to make the 
ocean an important part of this event. Philippe Vallette, General Director of Nausicaa and 
President of the WON, Manuel Cira WON coordinator and Ludovic Frère Escoffier Sea for 
Society manager took part in the discussions in Rio and proposed a wrap-up conference 
when they came back to France on June 26, 2012. The purpose was to explain the stakes 

and the progresses related to the Conference on Sustainable Development Rio+20. The 
event took place on the TV set at Nausicaá and the main topic was the future and the 
sustainable management of oceans. 

 
 

 

Rio and the sustainable development at Rio+20 
Every 10 years, since the 1st earth summit in Stockholm, the objective of these summits is to 

foster sustainable development globally by mobilising governments and civil society. 

Ecological issues have become a global concern and therefore different frameworks have been 

developed through the years:  the UNEP- United Nations Environment Programme in 1972; 

Conventions on climate change, biological diversity and desertification in 1992 in Rio 

 

The earth summit in Johannesburg in 2002 focused on sustainable development and was the 
occasion to make a review of the situation 10 years after Rio. This global summit was the biggest 

conference organized by the UN and mainly tackled the following themes: water, energy, 
agricultural productivity, biodiversity, health and oceans. 20 years after the Rio summit, the UN 
gathered 50,000 people from June 13-22 with world leaders coming on June 20, 21 and 22, 2012 
to commit to a new roadmap “The future we want”. 
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From Johannesburg to Rio: progress and delays 

 
The countries gathered at the Rio+20 Conference agreed on a common text; the actions are 
written in a global schedule. For the 1st time, the main issues on the relationship between man and 
the ocean have been written in a global document although it is unfortunate that they didn’t agree 
on a more precise and restrictive roadmap. Many topics have not yet been covered. The text will 

now be submitted to the vote of the General Assembly of the UN which will open in September like 
every year. The states will decide on the creation of an international governance tool for 
international waters during the 69th General Assembly. International waters were one of the major 
issues in Rio+20. During the wrap-up conference at Nausicaa, Philippe Vallette and Ludovic Frère 
Escoffier showed a comparative table between the discussions in Johannesburg in 2002 and the 
ones in Rio+20 in 2012. 

 

 
The World Oceans Day ahead of the Rio+20 

 
 
The World Oceans Day that took place on Saturday June 16, 2012 at the Rio Conventions Pavilion 
and organized by the Global Ocean Forum was a success with 375 people from 169 organizations 

and 46 countries. This day underlined the importance of oceans, coasts and Small Island 
Developing State in sustainable development in order to influence the decisions taken in Rio. 
The 10 years of the Global Ocean Forum were the occasion for the youth of the WON to 
share their vision of the future alongside SeaOrbiter, Tara Expeditions and Green Cross.  
 
 

Rio Declaration on oceans 

 
 

At the end of the day, the Global Ocean Forum wrote a “Rio Ocean Declaration” in which 
participants call for strong and immediate action for oceans, coastal areas and Small Island 
Developing States. To meet the objectives concerning oceans in the sustainable development, the 
Global Ocean Forum call upon global leaders gathered at the conference to act regarding an 

integrated governance of oceans, oceans and climate, Marine Protected Areas, fishery, the 
capability of development of Small Island Developing States, controlling pollutions and moving 
toward the Blue Economy. 

 
 

Strong commitment from all actors 
 

 
Besides the official negotiations between the states and the global agreement on the text “the 
future we want”, the UN encouraged voluntary commitments from all actors: international 

organisations, governments, companies, NGOs. All of them can gather their efforts for a specific 
action related to the objectives of the text. Over 700 voluntary commitments related to Rio+20 
have been made until now, mobilizing more than 500 trillion USD of resources for development 
projects. During the Oceans Day 12 voluntary commitments on oceans were presented. Among 

them, Nausicaá, WON and other partners made 2 commitments: 
- promote “the ocean stewardship initiative in the blue society” 
- promote “mainstreaming ocean education” 
 
 
 

The Blue Society concept in Rio 
 

 
During the Oceans Day, Philippe Vallette, general director of Nausicaa presented the Blue Society 
concept. The Blue Society means using the ocean without diminishing its resources. It means 

believing in our power to imagine, in learning from each other and it means believing in sustainable 
development.  It means involving and sensitizing researchers, decision makers, economic actors 

and civil society through dialogue, mutual learning and shared action in a new way of 
understanding the sea and oceans, the Blue Society. 
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The importance of the ocean for humankind 

 
Oceans are a life support system for the planet. They produce 50% of the oxygen we breathe, 93% 
of all land based CO2 is stocked in them and they harness 30% of the CO2 rejected by human 
activities. 90% of merchandises are delivered through ship transport; 15% of animal proteins come 
from fishery for more than 4.2 trillion people. 
 

Creating a joint alliance: “the Alliance for the seas and oceans” 

  
 
On June 11, 2012 in Rio, Green Cross, Nausicaa, SeaOrbiter, Tara Expeditions and WON created 
the “Alliance for the seas and oceans “. They commit with this joint alliance to speak with one 
voice, at an international level, in order to spread this message about the seas and oceans. They 
wish to pool together their capabilities and with a view to organizing a debate with society on the 

vital role played by oceans in our daily lives, as well as on the importance of our choices and 

actions for them, in order to develop the Blue Society. We propose to raise awareness, educate and 
mobilize on why the sea and oceans are vital for our planet. Between now and the end of 2012 we 
will be proposing guidelines for a joint project towards a governance of oceans. 
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From Johannesburg to Rio+20: expectations, progress and delays. 
Below is an analysis of the commitments and issues of Johannesburg with an analysis from the Global Ocean 
Forum in the document “Oceans at Rio+20” on the delays and what remains to be done in order to meet the 
objectives. 
 
In the right column are arrows. When it is pointing up it means the commitments are new (like the ones for 
acidification) or more precise than in Johannesburg. Indeed, we think that adding a new subject in an 
international text is positive. When it is horizontal it means the commitment is the same than in Johannesburg. 
When it is down it means the commitment is low. The arrows are here to show the comparison between the 
texts of Johannesburg and the ones of Rio+20 and not to show if the objectives have been met. 
 

 
Objectives 

for the 

oceans 

Johannesburg 2002 From  

Johannesburg to 

Rio + 20 

Rio + 20 - 2012 Evolution 

Improvem

ent  

 

Time limit/ 

objective 

achieveme

nt 

Global 

warming, 

climate and 

acidification 

Improve techniques and methods 

evaluating climate change and promote 

the continuation of evaluation activities 

carried out in this regard by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) 

  Article 176: the significant vulnerability of 

coral reefs and mangroves to impacts, 

including from climate change, ocean 

acidification 

 

 

 

 

Conservation 

and 

exploitation of 

international 

waters 

maintain productivity and biodiversity of 

important and vulnerable marine and 

coastal areas, including areas within and 

beyond national jurisdiction; 

  Article 162: Building on the work of the ad 

hoc working group and before the end of 

the sixty-ninth session of the General 

Assembly we commit to address, on an 

urgent basis, the issue of the conservation 

and sustainable use of marine biological 

diversity of areas beyond national 

jurisdiction, including by taking a decision 

on the development of an international 

instrument under the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

 

Conservation 

and 

exploitation of 

international 

waters 

maintain productivity and biodiversity of 

important and vulnerable marine and 

coastal areas, including areas within and 

beyond national jurisdiction; 

  Article 162: We recognize the importance 

of the conservation and sustainable use of 

marine biodiversity beyond areas of 

national jurisdiction 

 

Fighting 

climate change 

 

Improve techniques and methods 

evaluating climate change and promote 

the continuation of evaluation activities 

carried out in this regard by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) 

  creation of sustainable livelihoods and 

decent 

work, while at the same time protecting 

biodiversity and the marine environment 

and addressing the impacts of climate 

change 

 

Fighting 

climate change 

 

Improve techniques and methods 

evaluating climate change and promote 

the continuation of evaluation activities 

carried out in this regard by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) 

  Article 165: We note that sea-level rise 

and coastal erosion are serious threats for 

many coastal regions and islands 

 

Fighting 

climate change 

Improve techniques and methods 

evaluating climate change and promote 

the continuation of evaluation activities 

carried out in this regard by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) 

  Article 166: 

We call for support to initiatives that 

address ocean acidification and the 

impacts of climate change…  

 

Protection 

against marine 

pollution 

Implement the Programme of Action for 

the protection of the marine environment 

against pollution from land-based activities 

  Article 163: We further commit to 

take action to, by 2025, achieve 

significant reductions in marine debris 

 

Small Island 

States 

the Implementation of the Programme of 

Action for the Sustainable Development of 

Small Island Developing States 

(Maurice 2005) 

Medium  Late  Article 174. …identification and 

mainstreaming of strategies by 2014 that 

further assist... small island developing 

States in developing their national 

capacity 

 

Small Island 

States 

the Implementation of the Programme of 

Action for the Sustainable Development of 

Important  Late  Article 175: to observe the need to ensure 

access to fisheries 
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 Small Island Developing States 

(Maurice 2005) 

Small Island 

States 

the Implementation of the Programme of 

Action for the Sustainable Development of 

Small Island Developing States 

(Maurice 2005) 

Important  Late  Article 178: Sea-level rise and other 

adverse impacts of climate change 

continue to pose a significant risk to small 

island developing States 

 

Small Island 

States 

the Implementation of the Programme of 

Action for the Sustainable Development of 

Small Island Developing States 

(Maurice 2005) 

Important  Late  Article 178 – 179 - 180:… we 

call for the convening in 2014 of a third 

international conference on small island 

developing States 

 

Maintain 

biodiversity  

Develop a network of marine protected 

areas by 2012 

Medium  Very late Article 177: We reaffirm the importance of 

area-based conservation measures that by 

2020 10 per cent of coastal and marine 

areas are to be conserved 

 

Evaluate the 

state of the 

global ocean 

Implement a process for global reporting 

and assessment of the  state of the marine 

environment, including socio-economic  

aspects by 2014 

Low  Very late Article 161: look forward to the 

completion of its first global 

integrated assessment of the state of the 

marine environment by 2014 and its 

subsequent consideration by the 

Assembly 

 

Fisheries  Implement fishing capacity management Medium  Very late  Article 168: …to urgently develop and 

implement science-based management 

plans, including by reducing or suspending 

fishing catch and effort commensurate 

with the status of the stock. 

 

Fisheries Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing 

Medium  Very late Article 171:… We call upon States that 

have signed the FAO Agreement on Port 

State Measures to Prevent, Deter and 

Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing (IUU) 

 

Fisheries  

 

eliminate illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing (IUU) 

Medium  Very late Article 170:…We recommit to eliminate 

illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing (IUU) 

 

Fisheries  Maintain and manage overexploited stocks 

before 2015 

Medium  Very late Article 168:…We commit to intensify our 

efforts to meet the 2015 target to 

maintain or restore stocks to levels that 

can produce maximum sustainable yield 

on an urgent basis 

 

Fisheries  eliminate subsidies that contribute to 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

and overcapacity 

Medium  Very late Article 173: We reaffirm our commitment 

in the Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation to eliminate subsidies that 

contribute to illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing and overcapacity 

 

Maintain 

biodiversity  

Strengthen national, regional and 

international efforts to control invasive 

alien species 

  Article 164 ... Significant threat that alien 

invasive species pose to marine 

ecosystems and resources and commit to 

implement measures to prevent the 

introduction, and manage the adverse 

environmental impacts,   

 

 

Integrated 

management 

of oceans and 

coastal areas 

effectively apply an ecosystem approach 

by 2010 

Important  Late  Article 158:…and to effectively apply an 

ecosystem approach and 

the precautionary approach in the 

management, in accordance with 

international law, of activities having an 

impact on the marine environment 

 

Integrated 

management 

of oceans and 

coastal areas 

Promote an integrated management of 

coastal areas and oceans at a regional and 

national level 

Important  Late  Article 158: We recognize that oceans, 

seas and coastal areas form an integrated 

and essential component of the Earth’s 

ecosystem 

 

Maintain 

biodiversity  

to significantly reduce the rate of 

biodiversity loss [globally] by 2010 

Medium  Very late Article 158: to maintain their biodiversity, 

enabling their conservation and 

sustainable use for present and future 

generations 

 

Management 

of water 

resources 

develop an integrated management plan 

for such river basin and water resources 

by 2015 

Medium  Late  Article 120 …to significantly improve the 

implementation of integrated water 

resource management at all levels 

 

Coordination 

by the UN 

Implement a transparent and regular 

inter-agency coordination mechanism 

Low  Ok Article 248 … intergovernmental process 

on sustainable development goals 

 

 

  


