
 

 

Engagement of Civil Society in the post Rio+20 world and the creation of the 

Alliance for the Seas and Oceans  

1. Oceans and Humankind  

The story between humankind and the ocean is one of connection, one of survival, and 

started long before our species even existed, at the very origin of our planet. Why? 

Because the Ocean, that covers 71% of the surface of the globe, has been the cradle of 

life on Earth. It is home to millions of species and is bordered by 550 000 km of coastline 

where half of humanity is concentrated. The Ocean regulates the major natural 

equilibriums of our planet including the climate and is at the basis of the water cycle. It 

produces half the oxygen of the air we breathe and it recycles nutrients; it provides 

mineral and living resources vital to humanity. Our lives, well-being and prosperity 

depend on it. The Ocean is the final frontier for discovery and the possibilities it offers to 

humanity are only limited by our imagination. 

 

2. Post Rio+20 – Moving Towards the Future We Want 

Today we know that the ocean is being hit hard by pollution, overexploitation, 

biodiversity loss and destruction of its habitats. These ravages may give rise to new 

conflicts. Today 65% of the ocean’s surface lies outside any legal jurisdiction. Great 

hopes have arisen before the conference Rio+20. Would it finally be the opportunity to 

get the governments committed to sustainable development including sound 

management of the ocean? An important step has definitively been taken by the 

participants, which have recognized maybe for the first time all the challenges facing 

oceans, and the opportunities they offer. Nonetheless, the governments have not been 

able to agree on a clear road map setting out the details of the objectives, the timetable 

and the governance needed. It is, as a result, now incumbent on civil society to seize this 

agenda and encourage governments and decision-makers to implement a genuine work 

program with tangible projects. Moreover, the civil society has power to become critical 

agents of change themselves by altering their lifestyle and their habits. Without a strong 

public engagement and a change of economic, social, environmental and cultural 

paradigm, no policy of sustainable management of marine resources can succeed. 

 

3. Blue Society  

200 years ago, we created a new society, with industry as the motor of progress. But 

despite the great strides we have taken, our modern economic system is running out of 

steam. This is mainly because we couldn’t foresee at the time that our planet is only so 

big, that it has limited resources. This has led us to the environmental, economical and 

social crisis that we experience today. We already know what we need to know about the 

state of our world and our planet. It is time, now, to react, to transform this crisis into an 

opportunity to invent a new future. As specialists and lovers of the ocean, we firmly 

believe that a major part of the solution will come from the sea. Imagine renewable 

energy from the ocean’s waves and currents, or even a hybrid sailing vessel using the 

rise and fall of the ocean swell for propulsion; imagine microalgae bioreactors extracting 

atmospheric CO2, and transforming it in mineral carbon. Picture a global network of 



protected marine areas restocking the ocean, feeding humanity and supporting 

sustainable, yet profitable tourist activities. Imagine, too, a sustainable aquaculture free 

at last from the limits of natural resources, providing abundant seafood. All these 

benefits could be part of sustainable and prosperous new economies, generating millions 

of jobs and distributed equitably across our planet. This is the Blue Society. 

The Blue Society means believing in the immense potential of the ocean and in the 

opportunities they offer us to improve our lives by using it without diminishing its 

resources.  It means believing in our power to imagine, create and innovate.  It means 

believing in a leading role for citizens and in a shared way of thinking.  It means 

believing in Oceankind. To build a Blue Society, we have to foster renewed governance in 

which all the parties can intervene and contribute.  We propose to pool our competencies 

and forces to build it together in a cooperative spirit, without conflict and to generate a 

joint commitment to this new inspiring and inspired society, which puts the ‘culture of 

the sea’ at the heart of sustainable development. In the Blue Society we are all stewards 

of the ocean for the sake of present and future generations.  

4.  Mainstreaming an ocean-literate society 

The development of learning and facilitation of the knowledge transfer among all 

stakeholders (scientific community, politicians, private sector, NGOs, general public) are 

the key conditions of moving forward to the next phase of sustainable development and 

Blue Society paradigm. The Rio+20 conference gave the opportunity for governments 

and organizations to make voluntary commitments, allowing the civil society to convey 

their positive initiatives of sustainable development patterns to policy-makers and 

governments, thus recognizing the civil society as potential agents of change.  Now it is 

time that all oceans related stakeholders fully endorse these objectives and support 

agencies and relevant actors in fostering ocean literacy and promoting sustainable use of 

marine resources worldwide. World Ocean Network and partners have registered a 

voluntary commitment Mainstreaming Ocean Education in the category of Oceans, Seas, 

SIDS, and Education, and with the Global Ocean Forum have made a second voluntary 

commitment, The Ocean Stewardship Initiative in the Blue Society to share this vision 

with the stakeholders and to foster it worldwide. The European project Sea for Society 

shall bring together actors at a European level to lay the foundations of the Blue Society. 

We shall further foster sustainable attitudes and consumption patterns through 

information and mobilization campaigns and events such as Mr.Goodfish, a sustainable 

seafood consumption programme, World Oceans Day, youth parliaments for the ocean 

and many others. 

 

5. The Alliance for the Seas and Oceans  

 

We now wish to pool our capabilities, join forces with the people who, like us, work for 

the oceans and their future and are creating a joint alliance, the Alliance for the Seas and 

Oceans with a view to organizing a debate with society on the vital role played by oceans 

in our daily lives, as well as on the importance of our choices and actions for them. We 

propose to raise awareness, educate and mobilize on ocean challenges. We propose to 

generate a joint commitment which puts the ‘culture of the sea’ at the heart of 

sustainable development. We, Green Cross, Nausicaá, Sea Orbiter, Tara Expeditions and 

World Ocean Network make a joint commitment to speak with one voice, at an 

international level, in order to spread our message on the seas and oceans and wish to 

unite all those who share our objectives, and between now and the end of 2012, to 

propose guidelines for a joint project towards a sustainable governance of oceans. 


